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Welcome to another issue of Building Blocks and our connection to you on 
the news and events of the Mills Group.  We are finding the schedule for the 
summer and fall with many large new home projects, interior home 
renovations, and a couple commercial projects keeping the whole staff very 
busy.  
 
You will find this issue sharing with you a conceptual design for a new 
Bartlett House facility that embodies economic, social, and environmental 
sustainablity.  Additionally this issue highlights our summer interns and a 
personal perspective on the preservation of family legacies.  The technical 
article for this issue focuses on where to start with your next historic project.
 
We look forward to your comments and input with our newsletter. 
 
Michael J. Mills
 

Social, Economic, and Environmental Design... 
 
Bartlett House - Morgantown, WV 

  
Given the role of the Barlett house in providing residential and support services to 
Morgantown's homeless community, the design of the new Bartlett House facility 
aims to create an environment that fosters personal growth and tries to break the 
cycle of homelessness.  In doing this, the three pillars of sustainability: social 
responsibility, economic responsibility, and environmental responsibility were used 
as the driving force to determine how the design would flesh out. 
         
In balancing the social, economic, and environmental aspects of the building was 
arranged in "4-winged" single story plan focusing on a central "inner core." This 
27,000 sq. ft. arrangement allows for natural daylighting and ventilation of all 
major spaces, provides for a large central gathering spaces focusing on a planted 
atrium space, and allows for future expansion of the facility without major building 
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